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PETER JAY 

Edward Marshall’s 1873 classic The Early History of Woodstock 
Manor and Its Environs, In Bladon, Hensington, New Woodstock, Blenheim states 
at pp 20 et seq.:- 

1110. In this1, or in the following year2, as has been variously stated 
the king [Henry I] may be supposed to have caused the park at 
Woodstock to be enclosed with a stone wall. Henry Knighton identifies 
the year34, as that in which the king gave his daughter in marriage to 
the emperor. The park was seven miles in circumference 

Marshall scouts the theory advanced by one J. Rous (?Ross), who 
wrote a history of the kings of England and died in 1491, that many villages were 
destroyed to provide materials. Marshall points out that there was no shortage of 
suitable stones in the district, indeed such stone walls are “a characteristic feature 
of the scenery of the North of Oxfordshire”.  

Still in the entry for 1110 and as if in further vindication of the 
King’s social conscience Marshall cites the statement by Henry of Huntingdon5 
that the king built or improved the town of Old Woodstock, seemingly at the same 
time as he made the park and its abode of wild animals. So, 2010 may also be the 
900th  anniversary of Old Woodstock 

                                                 
1 See Annex B 
2 See Annex C 
3 See Annex D 
4 See Annex E 
5 See Annex H 

           Note 
 



 2 

William of Malmesbury’s Chronicle of the Kings of England is 
quoted6, also in the entry for 1110, by Marshall as recording that King Henry:- 

...was extremely fond of the wonders of distant countries, begging with 
great delight from foreign kings, lions, leopards, lynxes, or camels, 
animals which England does not produce. He had a park, called 
Woodstock, in which he used to foster his favourites of this kind. He 
had placed there also a creature called a porcupine, sent to him by 
William of Montpelier. 

Marshall, before coming to 1111 and Henry’s visit to Woodstock in 
Lent of that year, records that;- 

There is other evidence that the king was at Woodstock in the same 
year, 1110, with the court. The charter in which he made a grant of 
the mill of Henora to abbot and convent of Abingdon is dated “at 
Wdestoc in the park, in the year in which the king gave his daughter to 
the Roman emperor” [from Chron. Monast. De Abingd., vol ii, pp. 65, 
537 Lond. 1858 Rolls’ Series]… 7 

1112-3. Shortly after the time assigned for the formation of the park, 
in this the thirteenth year of his reign [1100-1135] , or in the sixteenth, 
1115, as has also been supposed, the king rebuilt the ancient seat at 
Woodstock… 

As to the year in which the king gave his daughter in marriage to 
the emperor we learn from  Chron. Monast. De Abingd., vol ii, p, 537 Lond. 1858 
Rolls’ Series that the King’s daughter was betrothed in 1110 and married in 1114. 
The phrase “gave in marriage” in the usage of the time would refer to the betrothal 
rather than the wedding. That at least is the construction of  one “Mr Stevenson” 
cited by Marshall, who however also notes that in Henry Knighton’s edition of the 
Abingdon chronicle the engagement is placed in 1119. 

                                                 
6 See Annex G 
7 See Annex F 
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Annex B Eulogium, Ed Frank Scott Haydon 1858 
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Annex C – Chronicon Brevius Vol. iii of |Eulogium 
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Annex D – Historiae Anglicanae Scriptores X 
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Annex E – Chronicle of the Monastery of Abingdon,  
Edit Rev Joseph Stevenson, 1858 
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Annex F – Chronicle of the Monastery of Abingdon 
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Annex G – Chronicle of the Kings of England by William of Malmesbury 
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ENDS 
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Annex H – Henry of Huntingdon History of the English, bk viii. An. 1122 
p.250, 1853 

 



 16 

 



 17 

 



 18 

 
 

ENDS 


