PRESENT:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2008
IN THE MAYOR'’S PARLOUR, WOODSTOCK TOWN HALL

Clir P Jay (Town Mayor) Clir T Gardiner (Deputyalybr)
Clir C Carritt Cllr J Cooper

Clir Mrs V Edwards Clir Mrs A Grant

Clir Mrs E Jay Clir G Myatt

Cllr P Redpath Cllr Mrs T Redpath

Cllr Mrs P Richardson Cllr Mrs E Stokes

Clir I Thomas Clir B Yoxall

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

WTC/202/08

Honorary Townsman John Banbury, County Clir | HuethpDistrict Clir Mrs J Dunsmore,
Mr G Walters (Woodstock and Bladon Nevas)d three members of the public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from ClIr A Glees.

The meeting then adjourned to receive a presentition Colonel Tim May (Vice-Chairman) and Mr Hugh
Babington Smith (Project Manager) on the Soldié®xfordshire project which, it was hoped, wouldlbeated in

Woodstock.

WTC/203/08

WTC/204/08

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Clirs Mrs V Edwards, Mrs E Jay and P Jay declamejuBicial Interests in Agenda Item No. 10(b),
Banbury Road Exception Site, as they were Gardeafits of the Blenheim Estate.

ClIr C Carritt declared a Personal Interest in Adgettem Nos. 12, Finance Committee, and 13(iv),
Grants and Donations Applications 2009-10, as lreav@overnor of the Marlborough School,
Treasurer of the Youth Club Management Committeksamember of the Carnival Committee.

Clir J Cooper declared a Personal Interest in Agdtedn Nos. 12, Finance Committee, and 13(iv),
Grants and Donations Applications 2009-10, as he@rairman of the Youth Club Management
Committee.

Clir J Cooper declared a Personal Interest in Agdtein 14(a), Strategy Committee, as he knew the
owner of the silo referred to in the letter appibtbg this item.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council hetdTuesday 14 October 2008 were received and
signed as a correct record subject to the folloveimgndments.

Minute WTC/176/08 — Minutes. Delete the word “Magdand replace with the words
“Communications Sub”. Delete the words “Delete Glaad”.

Minute WTC/180/08 — Questions. Replace the word 8™ with the word “BBOUT".

Minute WTC/189/08 — Applications for Free Use ofcAmmodation. Insert the words “Cllr A Glees
had declared a Prejudicial Interest in this itera.l&ft the room and took no part in the debatéder t
determination of the application regarding Woodktoiterature Society”.
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WTC/205/08 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMSON THE AGENDA

The Council heard from Mr Andy Slade, the gravegdigemployed by Jerram Brothers, the local
funeral directors, with regard to the circumstarmsounding the digging of a grave at the Lawn
Cemetery using a mechanical digger. This was itrasention of the Council’s recently confirmed
policy. Mr Slade explained that he employed fourge but that not all of them were able to dig
graves by hand, as they had not undergone thesitgrisk assessment procedure. He had received
little notice of the need to dig the grave in qimstand, as he had not been available himselfade h
asked an employee to carry out the work. This pehsal forgotten that mechanical diggers were not
allowed. In response to a question, Mr Slade sthi@iche could not guarantee that all graves wbald
dug by hand in the future, as not all his employersd do this work. Mr Slade explained the dangers
associated with digging graves by hand and offevadke steps to ensure that his mechanical digger
left no track marks on the grave areas. The Towgdvianformed him that the matter would be
discussed by the Council later as per the Agenda.

County ClIIr | Hudspeth had submitted a written mtjio advance of the meeting and offered to answer
questions on it.

District Clir Mrs Dunsmore reported on the outcoofiche “Loo of the Year” competition and
the appointment of a replacement for Clir Hudsetla Director of Cotsway Housing.

ClIr Cooper expressed his support for the decisfo@llr Hudspeth to resign as a Director of Cotsway
Housing and it was agreed that a Proposal regattiangeasons for this could be placed on the Agenda
for the Budget Meeting of Council to be held onNtBvember 2008.

WTC/206/08 COMMUNICATIONS
None.
WTC/207/08 QUESTIONS
None.
WTC/208/08 CO-OPTION OF TOWN COUNCILLOR
It was reported that, following the resignatiorifaiy Airey, the resulting vacancy had been
advertised. The District Council had not receivesl trequisite number of requests from Electorsén th

town for a bye-election to be held and the Town@iuwvas now able to proceed to fill the vacancy
by way of co-option.

RESOLVED

(a) That notices be placed on the Council’s notice #®aneb site and local shops and in the
December issue of the Woodstock and Bladon Newsriguvnterested people who meet the
qualification criteria to apply to be co-opted asaavn Councillor, with the final decision being
taken at the January 2009 meeting of Council;

(b) That interested people be each requested to salstier giving further details about themselves
for consideration at January Council.

WTC/209/08 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO FILL VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES, WORKING
PARTIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

When appointing Members to serve on the Town Cd'sri€ommittees, Working Bodies and Outside
Bodies at the Annual Meeting of the Council held/iay 2008, there had been only thirteen Members
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WTC/210/08

WTC/211/08

to choose from. Since then three new Members hed be-opted to fill the vacancies that existed on
the Town Council after the non-contested electimt@ss. However, Tony Airey had resigned as a
Town Councillor. The Town Council was invited tonstder making appointments to fill the vacancies
that existed on various Committees, Working Padies Outside Bodies.

It was agreed by a consensus that a meeting aVtdtermeadows Working Group should be
organised.

RESOLVED
That the following Members be appointed to servéhenbodies stated:

(a) Clir Mrs V Edwards; Strategy Committee and Waterdoses Working Group;
(b) Clir G Myatt: Finance Committee

(c) Clir Mrs E Stokes: Youth Club Management Committee

(d) Clir T Gardiner: Oxford Airport Consultative Comite

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Clirs Cooper and Carritt had declared Personatdste in the item concerning Grants and Donations,
2009-10.

The Council received the Minutes of the meetinthefFinance Committee held on Tuesday 21
October 2008. Minute FC/18/08, Budget 2009-10, emssidered in conjunction with the item on the
same subject contained in the report of the Rediplerisinancial Officer (Minute 211/08 hereunder
refers).

With regard to Minute FC/18/08, concern was exmddbat Members should be able to consider a
full range of options before deciding on the Budiget2009-10. The Chairman of the Finance
Committee, Cllr Cooper, stressed that Members iewssider the individual lines in the budget book
at Finance Committee and recommend Council acagisdihe Finance Committee was asked to
identify those Capital Items that were requiredH®alth and Safety regulations. The possibility of
selling the properties in the ownership of the Gilumas mentioned by one Member.

RESOLVED

(a) that a full range of options for the Budget 20 be considered by the Finance Committee at its
meeting on 18 November 2008, for report with rec@ndations to the Budget meeting of Council on
25 November 2008, to include:

(i) an option that reflects the financial strategiopted by the Council in 2007 of targetting £88,00
reserve at the end of the budget period, demoimgjratreasonable path from here to there, and
adhering to the Council Tax increases as prewaagteed in the Plan;

(ii) an option that includes the raising of additfunds by way of borrowing from the Public Works
Loan Board;

(b) that the schedule of Grants and Donations 9210 set out in Minute FC/18/08 (c) of the
Finance Committee be adopted,;

(c) that the proposed tariffs for the Town Hale Bommunity Centre and the Cemetery for 2009-10,
as set out in Minute FC/18/08 (d) of the Financen@iittee, be adopted

REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER — NOVEMBER 2008

The Council received and considered the repoti@®@Responsible Financial Officer.
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(&) Listsof paymentsfor October 2008
RESOLVED

that the list of payments made in the month of ®et®008 and amounting to £13,614.24 be received
and approved.

(b) Bank Reconciliation Statements (2) for October 2008.

RESOLVED

That the Bank Reconciliation Statements for Cet&908 be received and noted.
(c) Summary and Detailed Income & Expenditure Statementsfor October 2008
RESOLVED

That the Summary and Detailed Income & Expenditegements for October 2008 be received and
noted.

(d) Budget 2009-2010

Clirs Cooper and Carritt had declared Personatdste in the report concerning Grants and
Donations, 2009-10.

The Committee received various reports relatingpéobudget for 2009/10, which were considered in
conjunction with the Minutes of the meeting of tfimance Committee considered under Minute
WTC/210/08 set out above.

(e) Property Valuations (Reinstatement)

In response to a question, the Responsible Fina@ffiaer reported that the revised figures related
September 2008 and reflected the reinstatemerg aostnot the market value of the properties.

RESOLVED

That the Council’s insurance cover with Zurich Ireswce be increased to reflect the new valuations.
(f) Annual Return 2007-2008

RESOLVED

That the Annual Return for the year ended 31 M2@bB8 be approved and accepted.

(g) Carnival 2008

RESOLVED

That the Woodstock Carnival project be returneitistéormer status external to the Council, as per t

Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council heldldhOctober 2008.

WTC/212/08 DIGGING OF GRAVES BY HAND
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Further to discussion of this matter at the lasttmg of the Council and to the subsequent reaiati
that a grave at the Lawn Cemetery had been dugigcaine, the Council received a letter from Mr
Nicholas Tonks of Jerrams Brothers, Funeral Dinescito the town. Members recalled the comments
made by Mr Andy Slade, Jerrams’ sub-contractodfgging graves, under Minute WTC/205/08
above.

Some Members commented that Jerrams Brothers digppear to give much notification to its grave
diggers and that extra time to organise this wookilek benefit the situation. The Council had agreed
previously to reduce the minimum depth for gravefotr feet and hand held mechanical diggers
could be used in digging graves.

Other Members noted that Woodstock appeared thébertly cemetery in the area that had banned the
use of mechanical diggers.

RESOLVED

(a) that Mr Tonks be advised that the Town Council regulerrams Brothers to comply with the
Council’'s policies and to ensure that their subt@mtors do likewise;

(b) that the Council review its policy on the digginiggoaves by hand at the expiry of the six month
period from the date of the decision to confirm plodicy that all graves shall be dug by hand and
that Mr Tonks and other Funeral Directors who bseliawn Cemetery be invited to attend and
advise the Council of their views on this issuéhat time.

WTC/213/08 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED

That in view of the special or confidential natofeéhe business about to be transacted, it is atigs
in the public interest that the public be tempdyaekcluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

WTC/214/08 REPORTS/PAPERS OF COMMITTEES, SUB-COMMITTEES AND WRKING PARTIES

Property Working Group

The Council received the Minutes of the meetinthefProperty Working Group held on Thursday 30
October 2008.

RESOLVED

(a) that recommendations (a) to (k) of the Minuteshef meeting of the Property Working Group held
on Thursday 30 October 2008 be adopted;

(b) that the letter from the Council’s tenant be reddrio the Council’s professional advisers for
advice;

(c) that Mr L Read be invited to research the Counaeifshives to locate previous records relating to
these matters at a rate of pay agreed by the dpunci

(d) that the letter from the Fire Safety Adviser beeredd to the tenant for his comments;

(e) that the Property Working Group, in conjunctionhwtihe Council’'s professional adviser, be
invited to recommend to Council a strategy based madical review of the way in which the
Council manages its properties, taking into acctiumiprevious report produced by Clir C Carritt
and all other relevant material;
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WTC/215/08

(f) that the recommendations of the Property Workingu@rin respect of the Community Centre be
noted and that the Working Group do consider thgenéurther following the determination of
the Budget for 2009/10 at the meeting of the Cdumt25 November 2008;

(g) that the bills submitted by Hall and Ensom in respd the Community Centre refurbishment
scheme and the inspection of the Market Streetgrties be paid.

PROPERTY MATTERS
The Council received and considered the repoti@®@Responsible Financial Officer.
RESOLVED

(a) that the Rent Officer's assessment for an increatee capped rent in respect of 4 Park Street be
agreed;

(b) that action agreed by the Council in respect ofithpent be implemented and a further report be
submitted to the next ordinary meeting of Counsit@the outcome.

The meeting then went back in to Open Session.

WTC/216/08

WTC/217/08

LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT

At the last meeting of the Council it had been Resibthat the Town Council should adopt a binding
code of conduct in respect of communications mad€duncillors as Councillors to the media or to
other Councillors. It was reported that Clir Gléasl prepared a draft Code by way of additionséo th
Council’s existing Code of Conduct. With the agreatof Cllr Glees and on the advice of the Town
Clerk, this has been forwarded to the District GulsMonitoring Officer to ensure that the correct
procedure was being undertaken to adopt the newisiwas, if agreed by Council. The Monitoring
Officer had in turn forwarded the proposals to $tendards Board for England for their consideration
The submission of the draft Local Code to Councilild take place at the next meeting in December.

PLANNING

(a) Listing of the Former GWR Railway Station as a Bimb of Special Architectural or Historic
Interest

The Council received and considered a letter framgliEh Heritage stating that the Secretary of
State had decided not to designate the formepatatiilding. It was noted that the Council could
lodge a further appeal against the decision oBSéeretary of State, subject to the limited review
criteria attached to the letter. This news wasivecewith disappointment and the hope was
expressed that further evidence could be gatheratiaw a further appeal to proceed.

Members expressed concern that the District Coumght now allow the demolition of the

station building, even though the Town Council &whl people were opposed to it and a branch
of English Heritage had recognised its significarideere was some discussion as to whether the
building was located in the Conservation Area.

RESOLVED
That a letter stressing the importance of themtaiuilding and the need to retain it be sent ¢o th

District Council, subject to the resolution of thenservation Area issue and the inclusion of
words referring to the area’s importance as a bufbee for the adjacent World Heritage site.
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(b) Banbury Road Exception Site

Clirs Mrs V Edwards, Mrs E Jay and P Jay had dedl&rejudicial Interests in this item. They left
the room and took no part in the debate or therahet@tion of this matter.

In the absence of ClIr P Jay, the Town Mayor, TlBardiner, the Deputy Mayor, took the Chair
for the consideration of this item only.

The Council received and considered a draft resgqrepared by Clir Mrs T Redpath, to the
letter from Mr | Morrow, Head of Planning ServicsWest Oxfordshire District Council, which
had been reported to the last meeting of Courtatak Proposed by ClIr Mrs Redpath, seconded
by ClIr Mrs Grant

That the letter be approved and sent to Mr Morrothe District Council.

Some Members expressed their opposition to theenbof the letter on the basis that it was
misleading. Despite the decision of the Inspectirta agree to the development of the land, the
latest application was acceptable as it relatethtexception site. Remarks made by Mr James
Alcock of the Oxfordshire Rural Community CounclRCC) about the number of households
with a local connection and priority need had besinterpreted. The current economic and
housing difficulties reinforced the need for affabie housing on the Banbury Road site. A
Member called for a Named Vote on this issue.

Other Members disagreed that the letter was misigadlhe comments attributed to ORCC had
been made at a meeting attended by Members amidtrect Council had admitted that it had
breached policy in approving the application towlthe development of this land.

The Proposal was put to the meeting and the voltiypg, show of hands, was

FOR the Proposal: 5
AGAINST the proposal 5
FOR AGAINST ABSTAINED
Cllr G Myatt Clir J Cooper Cllr T Gardiner
Clir I Thomas Clir C Carritt
Cllr Mrs A Grant Clir B Yoxall
Cllr Mrs T Redpath Clir Mrs E Stokes
Clir P Redpath ClIr Mrs P Richardson
5 5 1

Clir T Gardiner, Deputy Mayor (In the Chair) gavs basting vote FOR the Proposal.
RESOLVED

That the letter as appended to the Agenda for #eting be sent to Mr Morrow, with a copy being
sent to the Chief Executive of the District Council

WTC/218/08 TRAFFIC CHAOS ASSOCIATED WITH GAME FAIR

There were no further developments to report is thatter as no replies had been received to the
Council’'s most recent letters to Oxfordshire Coudtuncil and West Oxfordshire District Council.
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WTC/219/08 REPORTS/PAPERS OF COMMITTEES, SUB-COMMITTEES AND WRKING PARTIES

(a) Strategy Committee

Clir J Cooper had declared a Personal interetsteritem regarding the Council’s Transport Strateg

The Council received the Minutes of the meetinthefStrategy Committee held on Tuesday 28
October 2008.

With regard to Minute SC25/08, Terms of Referentoeas Proposed by Clir P Redpath, seconded by
Cllr Mrs Grant

That responsibility for Risk Assessments shouléhbkided in the Terms of Reference of the Finance
Committee.

The Proposal was put to the meeting and was defégteight votes to five.
RESOLVED

(i) that responsibility for the Council’s policyfthe assessment and management of risk remain
within the Terms of Reference of the Strategy Cottaaj

(if) that a letter of reply be sent to the Countyu@cil’s letter dated 22 August 2008 regarding the
Town Council’'s Transport Strategy as set out inAppendix to the Minutes of the Strategy
Committee, subject to the addition of the followingrds:

“Finally, we would appreciate a view on the imptioas for a Water Eaton Parkway station of the
recent County Council decision to progress the gsapfor a waste recycling plant at this location.”

(iif) 1. that in future all Town Councillors be madware of consultation documents that are received
in the office and where they may be viewed,;

2. that, if any Member wishes to raise a particidaue contained in a consultation document for
debate and possible comment, they may do so bystigg the inclusion of the matter on the Agenda
for the next meeting of the Council.

(b) Wall Hangings Trust

The Council received the Minutes of the meetinghefWall Hangings Trust held on Thursday 11
September 2008.

RESOLVED

That the recommendation contained in Minute 7, FeuRromotional Effort, be referred to the Strategy
Committee.

(c) Traffic Advisory Committee

The Council received the Minutes of the meetinthefTraffic Advisory Committee held on
Wednesday 29 October 2008. Members noted thatyaafape letter from Cecilia Humphries referred
to in Minute 5 had been sent to the County Couwrmiln receipt.

In response to a question from a Member, the Clzairafi the Traffic Advisory Committee stated that

he had raised those outstanding items that he ktt@propriate, taking into account the people
present at the meeting.
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WTC/220/08

WTC/221/08

WTC/222/08

WTC/223/08

(d) Report of the CMfE

The Council received and considered the repot@®QMfE which covered issues such as work at the
Watermeadows by Greatbatch and Son, BA Hull, BT@Y @reen Gym; work at the Watermeadows
by the Council’'s Environmental Warden; recent depaients at the Owl Nature Reserve and the
Hensington Road Cemetery and the safety inspeofialemorials at the two cemeteries.

RESOLVED

(i) that the Environmental Warden apply chickenewimtesh coverage to the oak vehicle bridge on
footpath 10 at the Watermeadows;

(if) that a 14v AEG drill be purchased at a cos£d99 for use by the Environmental Warden, to be
funded from the monies previously agreed by Couocithe purchase of togls

(i) that a meeting of the Cemeteries (Health Sadety) Working Group be held to consider further
action resulting from the safety inspection of meals at the two cemeteries.

(e) Report of the CMfP

The Council received and considered a report ofkéP regarding the properties owned by the
Council. It was agreed that the recommendationsagwed in the report had already been considered
under different headings at the meeting.

SEALING OF DOCUMENTS

None

PLANNING APPLICATION

Ref: 08/597/P/LB

Internal alterations to create en-suite bathroom.
120 Oxford Street

Navdip Dhariwal

The Town Mayor welcomed the evidence that the exionsituation seemed to be drastically
reducing the number of planning cases.

Decision: No comment

SAFETY TESTING OF MEMORIALS IN THE COUNCIL'S CEMETERIES

It was reported that the safety testing of memsigl IMI had been completed and action had
subsequently been taken in respect of those melsooasidered to be unsafe and requiring
immediate attention.

Copies of the reports from IMI had been attachethéoAgenda for Members consideration. The
supporting information as to numbers of memoriai had been made safe or laid down, etc. was to

be analysed and considered by the Cemeteries (Haadt Safety) Working Group.

HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUE RELATING TO THE STOCKS OUTIPE WOODSTOCK
MUSEUM

The Council received and considered a repoti@&enior Administrative Officer.
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RESOLVED unanimously
That no action be taken.
WTC/224/08 LICENSING OF THE TOWN HALL AND COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Council received and considered a repoti®&enior Administrative Officer.
RESOLVED

That the Council apply to have the sale of alc@@ment removed from the premises licence for the
Community Centre and advertise accordingly, aghperequirements of the District Council.

WTC/225/08 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND THE OXFORD MAIL

The Council was reminded that CllIr Carritt as Cimain of the Christmas Lights Working Group had
been contacted by the Oxford Mail. They wishedeabinvolved with the Christmas Lights switch on.
Their purpose was to raise funds for their chosemrity (a children's hospital charity) by settingau
bouncy castle somewhere in the town and charginthéuse of it. They would also be prepared to
put, say, 25% of the takings into the Christmasitsgund. They would also provide good pre-
publicity to attract maximum visitors on the night.

The Council noted the views of Chris Baylis, Chaimof Wake Up to Woodstock, the organisers of
the event.

RESOLVED

(a) That the Town Council is sympathetic to theuesy. However, the event is organised by Wake Up
to Woodstock and any agreement to this proposgfwuld come from that body;

(b) That the Town Council considers that its Clmss Lights budget should not benefit from any
money that is collected by the Oxford Mail on thght and that all of the proceeds ought to go & th
newspaper’s nominated children’s charity.

WTC/226/08 PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE CURRENT A44 CLEARWAY ORDER
The Council received and considered a letter dBe@ctober 2008 from the County Council.

RESOLVED

(a) that the Council re-affirms its support for theipigs of the A44A Group and in particular its aim
to downgrade the A44;

(b) that, therefore, the Council opposes the prajpmsamend the current A44 Clearway Order.
WTC/227/08 TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON EVENT - 10 NOVEMBER2008

Earlier this year the Council had Resolved thatsCliCooper and B Yoxall attend a liaison event

involving the County Council, District Council atavn and parish councils in West Oxfordshire to

be held on the evening of Monday 10 November imejjit with the aim of strengthening the links
between these bodies.
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WTC/228/08

WTC/229/08

WTC/230/08

WTC/231/08

It was now reported that this meeting had beenppostd. The County Council was hoping to
reschedule the meeting and had asked for suggestfoto the topics to be discussed at the medting.
was suggested that one item might be the orgammsatithe Game Fair, 2008.

RESOLVED

That the Council’s representatives be requirealiow in all respects the established policy of the
Council, including the decision taken at the Sefemnmeeting of Council regarding the traffic chaos
at the time of the Game Fair.

CIVIC ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reminded Members of the Honorary fisman evening to be held on Monday 1
December 2008 and confirmed that invitations wdadcextended as widely as possible.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED

That in view of the special or confidential natofeéhe business about to be transacted, it is abigs
in the public interest that the public be tempdyaekcluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

MATERNITY LEAVE FOR MEMBER OF STAFF
The Council received and considered a repoti®&enior Administrative Officer.
RESOLVED

That Champion be employed to select a few candidalt® can then attend a short informal chat with
the Town Clerk to determine suitability to proviciever for maternity leave.

INTERIM SALARY AWARD 2008-9
The Council received and considered the repot@®@Responsible Financial Officer
RESOLVED

(a) that the interim salary award for 2008-09 be im@ated in accordance with the Responsible
Financial Officer’s report;

(b) that the increases be backdated to 1 April 2008

The meeting rose at 10.30pm
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